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Impact of Land Use Changes on Agriculture
• Land for agricultural use or expansion is met with competition from several 

industries including, conservation, urban expansion, renewable energy and carbon 
industry. 

• Approximately 51% of Australia’s landmass is managed by farmers. 

Land use changes at the regional and local scale have the potential to significantly 
affect agriculture. These changes can:
• reduce the net productivity from the land (for example from the expansion of rural 

lifestyle living in our coastal fringes);
• limit the range of farming practices that can be used (for example, neighbour

pressures can limit the ability to intensify or use more efficient practices);
• put at risk the natural resources, such as water, on which agriculture production 

relies (for example through mining or onshore gas developments that interfere with 
groundwater); and

• put at risk our international reputation as producers of safe food (for example the 
risk of land and water contamination from the chemicals used in onshore gas 
activities).



Recognition and Protection of 
Prime Agricultural Land
The agricultural sector is seeking that all levels of government:
• re cogn is e t he  im p ort an t  ro le  t ha t  t he  agricu lt u re  s e c t or p lays  — and  w ill con t inue  t o  

p lay — in  t he  e conom ie s  of ou r loca l com m unit ie s , ou r s t a t e s  and  t e rrit orie s  and  our 
na t ion ;

• in  acknow le d ge m e nt  of fa rm e rs  loca l und e rs t and ing, re s p e c t  t he  righ t  of an  ind ivid ua l 
fa rm e r t o  d e t e rm ine  h is / he r ow n  p riorit y land  us e  w it h in  e xis t ing p lann ing re q u ire m e n t s ;

• s t rive  for coe xis t e nce  b e t w e e n  land  us e  p rac t ice s  w he re  p os s ib le ;
• re cogn is e t he  im p ort ance  of cons u lt ing loca l com m unit ie s . The y have  a  d e e p  

und e rs t and ing of loca l is s ue s , cha lle nge s  and  op p ort un it ie s , e s p e c ia lly for p ro je c t s  of 
s ign ifican t  s ca le ;

• re cogn is e t ha t  p rim e  agricu lt u ra l land  is  an  irre p lace ab le  re s ource  t ha t  m us t  b e  
p ro t e c t e d  from  p e rm ane n t  los s  for agricu lt u ra l us e ;



Water Availability and Hydrogen
• The development of hydrogen production facilities has the potential to impact 

agricultural land and water use. 
• The long - term success of the agriculture sector will be dependent on our continued 

access to land and water. 
• Agricultural land is a valuable resource that all levels of government should preserve for 

the future prosperity of the sector and the nation.
• The increase in potential reliance on clean energies including hydrogen, must not 

adversely impact water supplies for agriculture. This water is needed for irrigation to 
sustain Australia's food and fibre production.



Example of renewable energy priorities 
What industry needs: 
• Com m onw e a lt h  t o  fac ilit a t e  an  e n force ab le  cod e  t o  e ns ure  fu t u re  t rans m is s ion  line s  a re  

p lace d  in  t he  land s cap e  w it h  p rop e r cons u lt a t ion , ap p rop ria t e  com p e ns a t ion  and  d o  not  
ad ve rs e ly im p ac t  e xis t ing land  us e ;

• Cons is t e n t  w it h  t he  ab ove , d e live r t he  gove rnm e nt ’s  com m it m e n t  t o  com p re he ns ive  e a rly 
cons u lt a t ion  t h rough  d e live ry of Re w iring t he  Na t ion  inc lud ing a  focus  on  loca l 
com m unit ie s  w it h  re s p e c t  t o  ne w  e le c t ric it y in fra s t ruc t u re . Along w it h  re d uc ing t he  ne e d  
for ne w  t rans m is s ion  line s  t o  b e  b u ilt , it  w ou ld  p rovid e  fa rm e rs  w it h  t he  op p ort un it y t o  
e a rn  a  s e cond a ry incom e ;

• Gove rnm e nt s  ne e d  t o  d o  m ore  t o  e ncourage  s m a ll- s ca le  re ne w ab le s  and  a llow  fa rm e rs  
t o  s ha re  p ow e r w it h  t he ir ne ighb ours and  loca l com m unit ie s . Th is  can  b e  d one  b y 
inve s t m e n t  in  p rogre s s ing t e chnology and  re ne w ab le  e ne rgy in  agricu lt u re .
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